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In the late 1970s and early '80s, a cadre of freewheeling, Southern pot smugglers lived at the crossroads
of Miami Vice and a Jimmy Buffett song. These irrepressible adventurers unloaded nearly a billion dollars
worth of marijuana and hashish through the eastern seaboard’s marshes. Then came their undoing: Operation
Jackpot, one of the largest drug investigations ever and an opening volley in Ronald Reagan’s War on
Drugs. In Jackpot, author Jason Ryan takes us back to the heady days before drug smuggling was
synonymous with deadly gunplay. During this golden age of marijuana trafficking, the country’s most
prominent kingpins were a group of wayward and fun-loving Southern gentlemen who forsook college
educations to sail drug-laden luxury sailboats across the Mediterranean, the Atlantic, and the Caribbean. Les
Riley, Barry Foy, and their comrades eschewed violence as much as they loved pleasure, and it was greed,
lust, and disaster at sea that ultimately caught up with them, along with the law. In a cat-and-mouse game
played out in exotic locations across the globe, the smugglers sailed through hurricanes, broke out of jail and
survived encounters with armed militants in Colombia, Grenada and Lebanon. Based on years of research
and interviews with imprisoned and recently released smugglers and the law enforcement agents who tracked
them down, Jackpot is sure to become a classic story from America's controversial Drug Wars. “The
adventures, the long-gone economy, and the sting that ultimately brought them down and changed US drug
policy are meticulously documented and lucidly spun…. Part New Yorker feature-part Jimmy Buffet song. . .
. The result is adventuresome, lavish, informative fun.” —GQ  “[A] rollicking story, Ryan manages to pack
in one amusing tale after another.... Jackpot is a rip-roaring good read.” —Charleston City Paper “High times
on the high seas: Investigative reporter Ryan recounts the glory days of dope smuggling and their terrible
denouement.... A well-told tale of true crime that provides a few good arguments for why it should not be a
crime at all.” —Kirkus Reviews  “Reads like an international thriller. . . . chock-a-block with hilarious and
hair-raising anecdotes of fast times.” —New York Journal of Books “[A] thoroughly researched account of
Operation Jackpot, the drug investigation that ended the reign of South Carolina’s ‘gentlemen smugglers,’....
Ryan recreates the era with a vivid, sun-drenched intensity.” —Publishers Weekly     
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Warfield:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Jackpot: High Times, High Seas, and the Sting That Launched
the War on Drugs. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how
is important the book Jackpot: High Times, High Seas, and the Sting That Launched the War on Drugs. You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Steven Bourg:

The book Jackpot: High Times, High Seas, and the Sting That Launched the War on Drugs make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Jackpot: High Times, High Seas, and the Sting That Launched the War on Drugs to become
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a guide Jackpot: High
Times, High Seas, and the Sting That Launched the War on Drugs. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Sylvia Cunningham:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Jackpot: High
Times, High Seas, and the Sting That Launched the War on Drugs. All type of book could you see on many
options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Nancy Bowers:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a
lot of new data. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Jackpot: High Times, High Seas, and the Sting That Launched the War on Drugs, you



are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a e-book.
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