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The floodplain forest of the worlds mightiest river, the Amazon, is one of the last major agricultural
frontiers. Inhabitants of this bountiful environment have long harvested its wealth of plant and animal
resources for a wide array of products, especially fruits, nuts, building materials, fuelwood, and medicinal
plants. While the Amazon floodplain has great potential for food production, this unique habitat, inundated
every year to a depth of up to 30 feet, is increasingly threatened by ranching and agricultural expansion, and
its natural resource base is being impaired by inappropriate land-use practices.

In this book, geographer Nigel Smith reviews the natural history of the area from the people's perspective,
offering a large-scale portrayal of the culture of the region not found in most books on Amazonia. The book
investigates how the ways in which people make a living are entwined with religious and spiritual beliefs, as
well as with nature. Smith challenges the notion that the Amazon basin is a demographic void and a cultural
backwater, arguing that the region, densely settled in the past, could again become a prosperous agricultural
area. He points out that the local inhabitants' knowledge of the basins natural history is a vital--and sorely
overlooked--resource for sound economic development. Topics explored include ecological, cultural, and
socioeconomic issues surrounding animal husbandry, domestication of game, annual cropping, agroforestry,
and the gathering of forest products. Examining the historical dimensions of various land uses, Smith
suggests practical ways to develop the floodplain that enhance, rather than destroy, biodiversity.

A pathbreaking study, impeccably researched and beautifully illustrated, this book will interest a broad
audience of individuals and organizations concerned with the development and conservation of rainforests
and wetlands.
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From reader reviews:

Alberta Jones:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book The Amazon River Forest: A Natural History of Plants,
Animals, and People had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The Amazon River Forest: A Natural
History of Plants, Animals, and People is not only giving you much more new information but also for being
your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship using the book The Amazon River Forest: A Natural History of Plants, Animals, and
People. You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Gladys Myers:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to reading a
e-book. The book The Amazon River Forest: A Natural History of Plants, Animals, and People it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-
book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
possesses high quality.

Gloria Todd:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Amazon River Forest: A Natural
History of Plants, Animals, and People can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these books have than the others?

Alfonso Unruh:

You will get this The Amazon River Forest: A Natural History of Plants, Animals, and People by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It
is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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