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In an age of minimalists, Eileen Pollack is a writer of rare generosity. The women and men in The Rabbi in
the Attic are complex, vivid people to whom something happens. Their stories take place in small towns in
the Catskills, a laboratory of mutant mice in nowhere Tennessee, the backwoods of New Hampshire, the
“City of Five Smells” in America’s heartland—worlds rendered with such love and intensity that the
simplest objects seem magical. Many of the narrators look back on their pasts. But don’t expect to be lulled
by nostalgia. Expect to laugh. To be jolted. And to be moved.
 
Like most of us, these characters are struggling to understand what they have gained and lost by abandoning
the passions and moral certainties of youth. As the narrator of the first story discovers when “barbarian” rock
fans invade her town, it can be terrifying to be knocked from the “tiny fixed orbit” of conventional life. But
if a person can stretch her imagination far enough, she might also be able to glimpse an “elsewhere” beyond
the boundaries of ordinary human limitations.
 
This battle between the real and ideal is taken to mythic heights in the title novella, in which a novice rabbi
must try to evict her Orthodox predecessor from the house provided by her prickly congregation. Only when
she tempers her enthusiasm for the new ways with compassion for those who follow the old ways can Rabbi
Bloomgarten begin to care for their souls.
 
Eileen Pollack writes from a Jewish point of view, but her subject is the search for principles that we must all
undertake in a world in which religious truths are no longer handed down from parent to child.
 
Just as one of her characters decides to become a “value assessor,” the author herself helps us to sort through
the jumble of objects, ideas, and memories in our own attics. In doing so, she appeals to our minds and our
hearts. Her characters teach us that imagination and empathy are our best hope if we are to understand—and
perhaps transcend—the pain in our world. Her language is lyrical, rhythmic, and lush. The images in her
stories—a chef’s severed hand, a plummeting air conditioner, a village sunk beneath a reservoir—will stay in
your mind long after you have finished her book.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Niemi:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of The Rabbi in
the Attic: And Other Stories book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Tanya Nolan:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Rabbi in the Attic: And Other Stories, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Patti Wooden:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Rabbi in the Attic: And Other
Stories is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did
not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Orville Hightower:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news.
With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the The Rabbi in the Attic: And Other Stories when you essential it?
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