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Drawing on newly declassified government files, this is the dramatic story of how a forbidden book in the
Soviet Union became a secret CIA weapon in the ideological battle between East and West.
 
In May 1956, an Italian publishing scout took a train to a village just outside Moscow to visit Russia’s
greatest living poet, Boris Pasternak. He left carrying the original manuscript of Pasternak’s first and only
novel, entrusted to him with these words: “This is Doctor Zhivago. May it make its way around the world.”
Pasternak believed his novel was unlikely ever to be published in the Soviet Union, where the authorities
regarded it as an irredeemable assault on the 1917 Revolution. But he thought it stood a chance in the West
and, indeed, beginning in Italy, Doctor Zhivago was widely published in translation throughout the world.
 
From there the life of this extraordinary book entered the realm of the spy novel. The CIA, which recognized
that the Cold War was above all an ideological battle, published a Russian-language edition of Doctor
Zhivago and smuggled it into the Soviet Union. Copies were devoured in Moscow and Leningrad, sold on
the black market, and passed surreptitiously from friend to friend. Pasternak’s funeral in 1960 was attended
by thousands of admirers who defied their government to bid him farewell. The example he set launched the
great tradition of the writer-dissident in the Soviet Union.
 
In The Zhivago Affair, Peter Finn and Petra Couvée bring us intimately close to this charming, passionate,
and complex artist. First to obtain CIA files providing concrete proof of the agency’s involvement, the
authors give us a literary thriller that takes us back to a fascinating period of the Cold War—to a time when
literature had the power to stir the world.

(With 8 pages of black-and-white illustrations.)

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Pascual:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Zhivago Affair: The Kremlin, the CIA, and the Battle Over a
Forbidden Book.

John McKenzie:

Here thing why this specific The Zhivago Affair: The Kremlin, the CIA, and the Battle Over a Forbidden
Book are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Zhivago Affair: The Kremlin, the
CIA, and the Battle Over a Forbidden Book giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Zhivago Affair: The Kremlin, the CIA,
and the Battle Over a Forbidden Book. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal
eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Zhivago Affair: The Kremlin, the CIA, and the Battle Over
a Forbidden Book in e-book can be your option.

Robert Caceres:

The book untitled The Zhivago Affair: The Kremlin, the CIA, and the Battle Over a Forbidden Book contain
a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is
very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by
famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice study.

Hattie Godfrey:

Beside that The Zhivago Affair: The Kremlin, the CIA, and the Battle Over a Forbidden Book in your phone,
it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live
in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Zhivago Affair: The Kremlin, the CIA, and the Battle
Over a Forbidden Book because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often



have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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