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"Chock-full of astonishing facts and fascinating illustrations."—Booklist

An eminently readable, entertaining romp through the history of our vain and valiant efforts to heal
ourselves. Mankind's battle to stay alive and healthy for as long as possible is our oldest, most universal
struggle. With his characteristic wit and vastly informed historical scope, Roy Porter examines the war
fought between disease and doctors on the battleground of the flesh from ancient times to the present. He
explores the many ingenious ways in which we have attempted to overcome disease through the ages: the
changing role of doctors, from ancient healers, apothecaries, and blood-letters to today's professionals; the
array of drugs, from Ayurvedic remedies to the launch of Viagra; the advances in surgery, from amputations
performed by barbers without anesthetic to today's sophisticated transplants; and the transformation of
hospitals from Christian places of convalescence to modern medical powerhouses. Cleverly illustrated with
historic line drawings, the chronic ailments of humanity provide vivid anecdotes for Porter's enlightening
story of medicine's efforts to prevail over a formidable and ever-changing adversary.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Parker:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Blood and Guts:
A Short History of Medicine? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Edna Brooks:

The event that you get from Blood and Guts: A Short History of Medicine could be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to understand but Blood and Guts: A Short History of Medicine giving you joy feeling
of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this Blood and Guts: A Short History of Medicine
instantly.

Freddie Straughter:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Blood and Guts: A Short History of Medicine can be great book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Filiberto Dacosta:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Blood and Guts: A Short History of Medicine why because the great
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.
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