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“A boy with no one to listen becomes a man in prison for life and discovers his mind can be free. A woman
enters prison to teach and becomes his first listener. And so begins a twenty-five year friendship between
two gifted writers and poets. The result is By Heart— a book that will anger you, give you hope, and break
your heart."—Gloria Steinem

For most of their adult lives, since meeting as teacher and pupil at San Quentin State Prison, Judith
Tannenbaum and Spoon Jackson have conferred, corresponded, and sometimes collaborated, producing very
different bodies of work resting on the same understanding: that human beings have one foot in darkness,
another in light. Moving stories of their childhoods and adult creative lives reveal both tragedy and beauty.

In alternating chapters—part memoir, part essay—By Heart reveals painful truths about prison, education,
and which children our world nurtures and which it shuns. At its core are two stories that speak for human
imagination, spirit, and expression.

Judith Tannenbaum is a nationally respected poet, educator, lecturer, and the author of Disguised as a
Poem, among other works, including poetry, anthologies, and guidebooks for teaching arts in prison. She
coordinates training at WritersCorps.

Born into an impoverished family of fifteen boys, Spoon Jackson was sentenced to life without possibility
of parole by age twenty. He discovered himself as a writer for the first time in prison, eventually becoming
an award-winning, internationally-known poet and essayist, as well as a facilitator of creative writing classes
for other prisoners.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Bryant:

The book By Heart: Poetry, Prison, and Two Lives will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading
the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this
book very suited to you. The book By Heart: Poetry, Prison, and Two Lives is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Alice Navarro:

The reserve untitled By Heart: Poetry, Prison, and Two Lives is the guide that recommended to you to read.
You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
will get the e-book of By Heart: Poetry, Prison, and Two Lives from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Robert Alston:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this By Heart: Poetry, Prison, and Two Lives
guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt By Heart: Poetry, Prison, and Two Lives as good
book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by
its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Ronald Marinelli:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the By Heart: Poetry, Prison, and Two Lives when you essential it?
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