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The celebrated American composer Dominick Argento is known for the care with which he selects the
subjects for his works, be they intended for opera house, concert auditorium, recital hall, or church, and for
the personal involvement and interest that consistently shine through his music from the premiere in 1951 of
Songs about Spring to Orpheus in 2000.

Each chapter of this luminous and revealing memoir is based on a particular composition, surrounded by
Argento's reflections on the period in his life when the piece was written and its opening performance. Songs
about Spring, a work of his undergraduate years, stirs memories of his instructor Nicholas Nabokov (friend
of Stravinsky and cousin to Vladimir), with whom he learned to drink martinis, and also of his first
collaboration with Carolyn Bailey, the soprano who would later become his wife. In the chapter on Casa
Guidi, the 2004 Grammy-winning piece based on letters from Elizabeth Barrett Browning to her sister
Henrietta, Argento reveals that his choice of that subject was due in part to the fact that the physical Casa
Guidi, where Browning lived, was only a few blocks from his own apartment in Florence and a frequent
destination for his guests. Providing insight into his actual compositional process, he also shares the private
diary he kept while composing The Voyage of Edgar Allan Poe, which details his extensive research and
preparation for writing that work as well as its difficult road to production and performance.

In a lifetime of compositions that have engaged Western culture from Chekhov to Miss Manners, from Don
Juan to the Bremen Town musicians, Dominick Argento has encouraged audiences to focus on the hopes and
fears that have defined human existence and their own lives. Now he invites us to share his own, illuminating
the nature of musical composition and its hold on the human imagination.

Dominick Argento taught music theory and composition for nearly forty years at the University of
Minnesota. He was awarded a Pulitzer Prize in 1975 for the song cycle From the Diary of Virginia Woolf
and a Grammy in 2004 for Best Contemporary Classical Composition for Casa Guidi.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Wilcox:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Catalogue Raisonne As Memoir: A Composer's Life.

Marcia Eberhart:

This book untitled Catalogue Raisonne As Memoir: A Composer's Life to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Raymond McMillion:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of
them is this Catalogue Raisonne As Memoir: A Composer's Life.

Lester Baker:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Catalogue Raisonne As Memoir: A
Composer's Life was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Catalogue
Raisonne As Memoir: A Composer's Life has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at
all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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