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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject Communications - Intercultural Communication, grade: 1,0,
European University Viadrina Frankfurt (Oder), language: English, abstract: What is German culture? The
loads of books, papers, articles, documentaries, etc.
that are concerned with this topic, suggest the conclusion that it is not possible, to
give a satisfactory and sufficient answer to this short and plain question, since the
answer is too complex. The term German is a very complex one, and even more the
term culture. Notwithstanding I will try to approach the question about the German
culture in this paper. To circumscribe the topic I will limit the question to German
Leitkultur. What German Leitkultur can be, will hopefully become clear in the course
of this paper. Initially I describe it as the components of the German culture that
should be obligatory to every member of the nation and are therefore the most
significant parts in the web of culture.
One first possible approach to the culture of the German nation which is
instructive is the examination of the text of the national anthem, because the national
anthem gives us information about what is significant in a society called nation. The
text of the German hymn begins with the words: “Einigkeit und Recht und Freiheit”
(unity/agreement and law/justice and freedom).
The words Einigkeit und Freiheit exclude and contradict each other in several
contexts. Einigkeit implies a consent of opinions and values of a group or society, in
this case the German nation. The Einigkeit is legitimised in a common belief, which I
will explain later, and executed by the Recht. There is for example Einigkeit on the
fact that murder is a crime by which punishment is legitimised and carried through by
the Recht. Even if the Einigkeit is artificial, just like the nation itself is an “artificial
construct”, it is in force. To keep it in force, Leitkultur is needed.
Freiheit is a part of the German Einigkeit. In contrast to the obligations of
Einigkeit it emphasises the individual possibilities that everyone in the nation has.
Religious membership for example is free to choose for every member of the nation
as well as a multitude of other aspects. It can be said that the value of freedom in democratic societies like
that in Germany is more substantial than in most historical
societies or contemporary political systems (like socialism e.g.).
From the partly contradicting terms in the national anthem it can be concluded
that there are components in the culture of the German nation that are obligatory and
components that are optional. [...]
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Baker:

This German "Leitkultur" - What is the content of the German "Leitkultur"? book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. That German "Leitkultur" - What is the content of the German "Leitkultur"?
without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't always be worry German "Leitkultur" - What is the content of the German "Leitkultur"? can bring
whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even cellphone. This German "Leitkultur" - What is the content of the German "Leitkultur"?
having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Ronald Stauffer:

The book German "Leitkultur" - What is the content of the German "Leitkultur"? will bring one to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book German "Leitkultur" - What is the content of the
German "Leitkultur"? is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Phillip Hicks:

You can find this German "Leitkultur" - What is the content of the German "Leitkultur"? by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-
date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Judy Brown:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is German "Leitkultur" - What is the
content of the German "Leitkultur"?.
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