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Throughout World War II, when Saturday nights came around, servicemen and hostesses happily forgot the
war for a little while as they danced together in USO clubs, which served as havens of stability in a time of
social, moral, and geographic upheaval. Meghan Winchell demonstrates that in addition to boosting soldier
morale, the USO acted as an architect of the gender roles and sexual codes that shaped the "greatest
generation."

Combining archival research with extensive firsthand accounts from among the hundreds of thousands of
female USO volunteers, Winchell shows how the organization both reflected and shaped 1940s American
society at large. The USO had hoped that respectable feminine companionship would limit venereal disease
rates in the military. To that end, Winchell explains, USO recruitment practices characterized white middle-
class women as sexually respectable, thus implying that the sexual behavior of working-class women and
women of color was suspicious. In response, women of color sought to redefine the USO's definition of
beauty and respectability, challenging the USO's vision of a home front that was free of racial, gender, and
sexual conflict.

Despite clashes over class and racial ideologies of sex and respectability, Winchell finds that most hostesses
benefited from the USO's chaste image. In exploring the USO's treatment of female volunteers, Winchell not
only brings the hostesses' stories to light but also supplies a crucial missing piece for understanding the
complex ways in which the war both destabilized and restored certain versions of social order.
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From reader reviews:

Sang O\'Connor:

The book Good Girls, Good Food, Good Fun: The Story of USO Hostesses during World War II (Gender
and American Culture) will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell
out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book
Good Girls, Good Food, Good Fun: The Story of USO Hostesses during World War II (Gender and
American Culture) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Patrick Siemens:

Why? Because this Good Girls, Good Food, Good Fun: The Story of USO Hostesses during World War II
(Gender and American Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that
but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author
who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining
way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book
have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having
that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Coleen Isabel:

You will get this Good Girls, Good Food, Good Fun: The Story of USO Hostesses during World War II
(Gender and American Culture) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be
your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only
by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Victor McDowell:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful pics
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this age,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Good Girls, Good Food, Good Fun: The Story of USO Hostesses during World War II
(Gender and American Culture) can make you feel more interested to read.
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