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In Reforming Saints, David J. Collins explains how and why Renaissance humanists composed Latin
hagiography in Germany in the decades leading up to the Reformation. Contrary to the traditional wisdom,
Collinss research uncovers a resurgence in the composition of saints lives in the half century leading up to
1520. German humanists, he finds, were among the most active authors and editors of these texts. Focusing
on forty Latin depictions of German saints written between 1470 and 1520, Collins finds patterns both in
how these humanists chose their subjects and how they presented their holiness. He argues that the humanist
hagiographers took up the writing of saints lives to investigate Germanys medieval past, to reconstruct and
exalt its greatness, and to advocate programs of religious and cultural reform. This literature, says Collins,
left a legacy that polemicists and philologists in Catholic Europe would be using for their own purposes by
the end of the sixteenth century. These hagiographic writings are thus both reflective and formative of the
religious and cultural conflicts that defined this period of European history. To bolster his case, Collins
draws not only on the Latin saints lives, but also on vernacular lives, maps and chorographic documents,
personal and professional letters, papal, urban, and municipal archives, painting, sculpture and broadside
print, and medieval and early modern histories and chronicles. The result is a fresh, new portrait of the
humanism of Renaissance Germany. With his surprising and insightful conclusions, Collins sheds new light
on humanisms appropriation in Germany, particularly in its religious aspect. He approaches the humanists
writings on their own terms and recaptures the creative energy the humanists brought to the task of revising
the legends of the saints. His scholarly perspective includes the roles of emperors, princes, abbots, city
councilmen, artists, librarians, soldiers, peasants, and pilgrims, showing how humanists reached larger and
less learned audiences than many other kinds of writing ever could. The cult of the saints and Renaissance
humanism are two topics that have attracted considerable scholarly attention. Reforming Saints considers
them as seldom before -- at their intersection.
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From reader reviews:

Krystal Harris:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Reforming Saints: Saints Lives and
Their Authors in Germany, 1470-1530 (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) book since this book offers
you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Sharyl Nettles:

This Reforming Saints: Saints Lives and Their Authors in Germany, 1470-1530 (Oxford Studies in Historical
Theology) is great publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all
always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
information accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read
this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Reforming Saints: Saints Lives and
Their Authors in Germany, 1470-1530 (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) in your hand like obtaining
the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world with
ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Casey Schnell:

The book untitled Reforming Saints: Saints Lives and Their Authors in Germany, 1470-1530 (Oxford
Studies in Historical Theology) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy
to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works.
You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as
well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Timothy Wrobel:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by



book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is
niagra Reforming Saints: Saints Lives and Their Authors in Germany, 1470-1530 (Oxford Studies in
Historical Theology).
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