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The Contours of Justice provides a framework for describing and understanding criminal courts throughout
the United States by depicting the functions of criminal courts in nine middle-sized counties in three states. It
integrates concepts from each of the three traditional theoretical approaches to court analysis: the individual,
organizational, and environmental approaches. The authors approach the courts as communities composed of
judges, prosecutors, and defense attorneys rather than as "legal institutions" applying formal law. They
analyze the differences in culture, technology, physical setting, the customary ways of arriving at guilty
pleas, as well as other aspects of the courts. The authors also incorporate information about the political and
economic characteristics of the communities that the courts serve, along with the basic functions of
scheduling cases and assigning personnel to cases. The portraits of the nine courts present the day-to-day
activities of judges, prosecutors, and defense attorneys that lead to the decisions about the fates of the
defendants brought to the courts. This comparison not only provides a vivid picture of actual court function,
but allows an assessment of the process that leads to ideas for reform.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Smith:

The book The Contours of Justice: Communities and Their Courts can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book
The Contours of Justice: Communities and Their Courts? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book The Contours of Justice: Communities and Their Courts has simple
shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Roxie Lloyd:

The ability that you get from The Contours of Justice: Communities and Their Courts could be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but The Contours of Justice: Communities and Their Courts giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this The Contours of
Justice: Communities and Their Courts instantly.

James Scott:

The book untitled The Contours of Justice: Communities and Their Courts contain a lot of information on it.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the
new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Greg Butler:

Beside that The Contours of Justice: Communities and Their Courts in your phone, it can give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is
fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have The Contours of Justice: Communities and Their Courts because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it
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