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It is a paradox of American life that we are a highly urbanized nation filled with people deeply ambivalent
about urban life. An aversion to urban density and all that it contributes to urban life, and a perception that
the city was the place where "big government" first took root in America fostered what historian Steven
Conn terms the "anti-urban impulse." In response, anti-urbanists called for the decentralization of the city,
and rejected the role of government in American life in favor of a return to the pioneer virtues of
independence and self-sufficiency.

In this provocative and sweeping book, Conn explores the anti-urban impulse across the 20th century,
examining how the ideas born of it have shaped both the places in which Americans live and work, and the
anti-government politics so strong today. Beginning in the booming industrial cities of the Progressive era at
the turn of the 20th century, where debate surrounding these questions first arose, Conn examines the
progression of anti-urban movements. : He describes the decentralist movement of the 1930s, the attempt to
revive the American small town in the mid-century, the anti-urban basis of urban renewal in the 1950s and
'60s, and the Nixon administration's program of building new towns as a response to the urban crisis,
illustrating how, by the middle of the 20th century, anti-urbanism was at the center of the politics of the New
Right. Concluding with an exploration of the New Urbanist experiments at the turn of the 21st century, Conn
demonstrates the full breadth of the anti-urban impulse, from its inception to the present day. Engagingly
written, thoroughly researched, and forcefully argued, Americans Against the City is important reading for
anyone who cares not just about the history of our cities, but about their future as well.
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From reader reviews:

Lonnie Bowers:

The particular book Americans Against the City: Anti-Urbanism in the Twentieth Century will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If
you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Americans Against the City:
Anti-Urbanism in the Twentieth Century is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Alice Ybarra:

Precisely why? Because this Americans Against the City: Anti-Urbanism in the Twentieth Century is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you
I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Keith Kemp:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Americans Against the City: Anti-
Urbanism in the Twentieth Century, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Larry Huff:

You could spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Americans Against the City: Anti-
Urbanism in the Twentieth Century is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book.
It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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