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Describes landmark free speech decisions of the Supreme Court while highlighting the issues of
language, rhetoric, and communication that underlie them.

At the intersection of communication and First Amendment law reside two significant questions: What is the
speech we ought to protect, and why should we protect it? The 20 scholars of legal communication whose
essays are gathered in this volume propose various answers to these questions, but their essays share an
abiding concern with a constitutional guarantee of free speech and its symbiotic relationship with
communication practices.

Free Speech on Trial fills a gap between textbooks that summarize First Amendment law and books that
analyze case law and legal theory. These essays explore questions regarding the significance of unregulated
speech in a marketplace of goods and ideas, the limits of offensive language and obscenity as expression, the
power of symbols, and consequences of restraint prior to publication versus the subsequent punishment of
sources. As one example, Craig Smith cites Buckley vs. Valeo to examine how the context of corruption in
the 1974 elections shaped the Court's view of the constitutionality of campaign contributions and
expenditures.

Collectively, the essays in this volume suggest that the life of free speech law is communication. The
contributors reveal how the Court's free speech opinions constitute discursive performances that fashion,
deconstruct, and reformulate the contours and parameters of the Constitution’s guarantee of free expression
and that, ultimately, reconstitute our government, our culture, and our society.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Campbell:

The event that you get from Free Speech On Trial: Communication Perspectives on Landmark Supreme
Court Decisions is a more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Free Speech On Trial:
Communication Perspectives on Landmark Supreme Court Decisions giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read
that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this particular Free Speech On Trial: Communication Perspectives on
Landmark Supreme Court Decisions instantly.

Louis Clark:

Why? Because this Free Speech On Trial: Communication Perspectives on Landmark Supreme Court
Decisions is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write
the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Jean McFerren:

Free Speech On Trial: Communication Perspectives on Landmark Supreme Court Decisions can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
delight arrangement in writing Free Speech On Trial: Communication Perspectives on Landmark Supreme
Court Decisions but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial considering.

Cleta Blackwell:

You will get this Free Speech On Trial: Communication Perspectives on Landmark Supreme Court
Decisions by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you
get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed
but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking



by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get
more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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