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A sweeping historical epic and a radical new interpretation of Vasco da Gama’s groundbreaking voyages,
seen as a turning point in the struggle between Christianity and Islam

In 1498 a young captain sailed from Portugal, circumnavigated Africa, crossed the Indian Ocean, and
discovered the sea route to the Indies and, with it, access to the fabled wealth of the East. It was the longest
voyage known to history. The little ships were pushed beyond their limits, and their crews were racked by
storms and devastated by disease. However, their greatest enemy was neither nature nor even the sheer dread
of venturing into unknown worlds that existed on maps populated by coiled, toothy sea monsters. With
bloodred Crusader crosses emblazoned on their sails, the explorers arrived in the heart of the Muslim East at
a time when the old hostilities between Christianity and Islam had risen to a new level of intensity. In two
voyages that spanned six years, Vasco da Gama would fight a running sea battle that would ultimately
change the fate of three continents.

An epic tale of spies, intrigue, and treachery; of bravado, brinkmanship, and confused and often comical
collisions between cultures encountering one another for the first time; Holy War also offers a surprising new
interpretation of the broad sweep of history. Identifying Vasco da Gama’s arrival in the East as a turning
point in the centuries-old struggle between Islam and Christianity—one that continues to shape our
world—Holy War reveals the unexpected truth that both Vasco da Gama and his archrival, Christopher
Columbus, set sail with the clear purpose of launching a Crusade whose objective was to reach the Indies;
seize control of its markets in spices, silks, and precious gems from Muslim traders; and claim for Portugal
or Spain, respectively, all the territories they discovered. Vasco da Gama triumphed in his mission and drew
a dividing line between the Muslim and Christian eras of history—what we in the West call the medieval and
the modern ages. Now that the world is once again tipping back East, Holy War offers a key to understanding
age-old religious and cultural rivalries resurgent today.
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From reader reviews:

Hattie Jasso:

This Holy War: How Vasco da Gama's Epic Voyages Turned the Tide in a Centuries-Old Clash of
Civilizations book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Holy War:
How Vasco da Gama's Epic Voyages Turned the Tide in a Centuries-Old Clash of Civilizations without we
understand teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry
Holy War: How Vasco da Gama's Epic Voyages Turned the Tide in a Centuries-Old Clash of Civilizations
can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it
in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Holy War: How Vasco da Gama's Epic Voyages Turned the Tide
in a Centuries-Old Clash of Civilizations having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly
feel uninterested in reading.

William Keller:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One
of them is this Holy War: How Vasco da Gama's Epic Voyages Turned the Tide in a Centuries-Old Clash of
Civilizations.

Angelica Adams:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Holy War: How Vasco da Gama's Epic Voyages Turned the Tide
in a Centuries-Old Clash of Civilizations can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Peter Lombard:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make



summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So
, this Holy War: How Vasco da Gama's Epic Voyages Turned the Tide in a Centuries-Old Clash of
Civilizations can make you feel more interested to read.
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