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Classical Athenian literature often speaks of democratic politics in sexual terms. Citizens are urged to
become lovers of the polis, and politicians claim to be lovers of the people. Victoria Wohl argues that this
was no dead metaphor. Exploring the intersection between eros and politics in democratic Athens, Wohl
traces the private desires aroused by public ideology and the political consequences of citizens' most intimate
longings. Love among the Ruins analyzes the civic fantasies that lay beneath (but not necessarily parallel to)
Athens's political ideology. It shows how desire can disrupt politics and provides a deeper--at times
disturbing--insight into the democratic unconscious of ancient Athens.

The Athenians imagined the perfect citizen as a noble and manly lover. But this icon conceals a multitude of
other possible figures: sexy tyrants, potent pathics, and seductive perverts. Through critical re-readings of
canonical texts, Wohl investigates these fantasies, which seem so antithetical to Athens's manifest ideals. She
examines the interrelation of patriotism and narcissism, the trope of politics as prostitution, the elite
suspicion of political pleasure, and the status of perversion within Athens's sexual and political norms. She
also discusses the morbid drive that propelled Athenian imperialism, as well as democratic Athens's
paradoxical fascination with the joys of tyranny.

Drawing on contemporary critical theory in original ways, Wohl sketches the relationship between citizen
psyche and political life to illuminate the complex, frequently contradictory passions that structure
democracy, ancient and modern.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Hayes:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above.
Every person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Love among the
Ruins: The Erotics of Democracy in Classical Athens. All type of book are you able to see on many sources.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Jose Rosales:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Love among the Ruins: The Erotics of Democracy in Classical Athens offer you a new experience
in looking at a book.

Adam Sea:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified
as of book Love among the Ruins: The Erotics of Democracy in Classical Athens. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
spot to other place.

Robert Jackson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Love among the Ruins: The Erotics
of Democracy in Classical Athens.
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