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In Maya Political Science: Time, Astronomy, and the Cosmos, Prudence M. Rice proposed a new model of
Maya political organization in which geopolitical seats of power rotated according to a 256-year calendar
cycle known as the May. This fundamental connection between timekeeping and Maya political organization
sparked Rice's interest in the origins of the two major calendars used by the ancient lowland Maya, one 260
days long, and the other having 365 days. In Maya Calendar Origins, she presents a provocative new thesis
about the origins and development of the calendrical system.

Integrating data from anthropology, archaeology, art history, astronomy, ethnohistory, myth, and linguistics,
Rice argues that the Maya calendars developed about a millennium earlier than commonly thought, around
1200 BC, as an outgrowth of observations of the natural phenomena that scheduled the movements of late
Archaic hunter-gatherer-collectors throughout what became Mesoamerica. She asserts that an understanding
of the cycles of weather and celestial movements became the basis of power for early rulers, who could
thereby claim "control" over supernatural cosmic forces. Rice shows how time became
materialized—transformed into status objects such as monuments that encoded calendrical or temporal
concerns—as well as politicized, becoming the foundation for societal order, political legitimization, and
wealth. Rice's research also sheds new light on the origins of the Popol Vuh, which, Rice believes, encodes
the history of the development of the Mesoamerican calendars. She also explores the connections between
the Maya and early Olmec and Izapan cultures in the Isthmian region, who shared with the Maya the
cosmovision and ideology incorporated into the calendrical systems.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Williams:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important usually. The book Maya Calendar Origins: Monuments, Mythistory, and the Materialization
of Time (The William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Culture of the Western Hemisphere)
seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The guide Maya Calendar Origins: Monuments, Mythistory, and the
Materialization of Time (The William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Culture of the Western
Hemisphere) is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with
all the book Maya Calendar Origins: Monuments, Mythistory, and the Materialization of Time (The William
and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Culture of the Western Hemisphere). You never truly feel lose
out for everything in the event you read some books.

Tammy Ely:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Maya Calendar Origins:
Monuments, Mythistory, and the Materialization of Time (The William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art,
History, and Culture of the Western Hemisphere) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Norman Ross:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Maya Calendar Origins:
Monuments, Mythistory, and the Materialization of Time (The William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art,
History, and Culture of the Western Hemisphere) is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

William Littlejohn:

The book Maya Calendar Origins: Monuments, Mythistory, and the Materialization of Time (The William
and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Culture of the Western Hemisphere) will bring someone to the



new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Maya Calendar Origins: Monuments,
Mythistory, and the Materialization of Time (The William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and
Culture of the Western Hemisphere) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in
the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.
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