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Over three decades, Paul Griffiths's survey has remained the definitive study of music since the Second
World War; this fully revised and updated edition re-establishes Modern Music and After as the preeminent
introduction to the music of our time. The disruptions of the war, and the struggles of the ensuing peace,
were reflected in the music of the time: in Pierre Boulez's radical reformation of compositional technique and
in John Cage's development of zen music; in Milton Babbitt's settling of the serial system and in Dmitry
Shostakovich's unsettling symphonies; in Karlheinz Stockhausen's development of electronic music and in
Luigi Nono's pursuit of the universally human, in Iannis Xenakis's view of music as sounding mathematics
and in Luciano Berio's consideration of it as language. The initiatives of these composers and their
contemporaries opened prospects that haven't yet stopped unfolding.
This constant expansion of musical thinking since 1945 has left us with no singular history of music;
Griffiths's study accordingly follows several different paths, showing how and why they converge and
diverge. This new edition of Modern Music and After discusses not only the music of the fifteen years that
have passed since the previous edition, but also the recent explosion of scholarly interest in the latter half of
the twentieth century. In particular, the book has been expanded to incorporate the variety of responses to the
modernist impasse experienced by composers of the 1980s and 1990s. Griffiths then moves the book into the
twenty-first century as he examines such highly influential composers as Helmut Lachenmann and Salvatore
Sciarrino.

For its breadth, wealth of detail, and characteristic wit and clarity, the third edition of Modern Music and
After is required reading for the student and the enquiring listener.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Mitchell:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one along with theme
for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Modern Music and After is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

James Goodman:

The guide with title Modern Music and After includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You
can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect.
You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Edmond Pounds:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Modern Music and After can be the
solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in
this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Heidi Garcia:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of
book Modern Music and After. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might
add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication.
It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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