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Landscape architect Lake Douglas employs written accounts, archival data, historic photographs,
lithographs, maps, and city planning documents—many of which have never before been published—to
explore public and private outdoor spaces in New Orleans and those who shaped them. The result offers the
first in-depth examination of the city’s landscape history.

Douglas presents this “beautiful and imposing” city as a work of art crafted by numerous influences. His
survey from the colonial period to the twentieth century finds that geography, climate, and, above all, the
multicultural character of its residents have made New Orleans unique in American landscape design history.
French and Spanish settlers, Africans and Native Americans, as well as immigrants from Germany, Ireland,
Italy, and other parts of the world all participated in creating this community’s unique public and private
landscapes. Places such as Congo Square, Audubon Park, the river levees, and “neutral grounds”—local
residents’ own term for medians—together with ordinary residential gardens are all testaments to the city’s
international imprint.

Douglas identifies five types of public and private designed landscapes in New Orleans: squares, linear open
spaces, urban parks, commercial pleasure gardens, and domestic gardens. Discussing their design, function,
and content, he shows how specific examples of each contribute to the city’s unique character and also fit
within the larger context of American landscape design history. Each type has its own complexion and
reflects the influence of those who occupied it. Though New Orleanians lived in strata according to
language, cultural identity, economics, and race, they found common ground, literally, in their community’s
landscapes.

Douglas’s sweeping study, illustrated with over 90 color and black-and-white images, includes an
exploration of archival horticultural books, almanacs, and periodicals; information about laborers who
actually built landscapes; details of horticultural commerce, services, and marketing materials; and an
exhaustive inventory of plants grown in New Orleans for agricultural, medicinal, and ornamental uses.

Public Spaces, Private Gardens provides an informative look at two hundred years of the designed
landscapes and horticulture of New Orleans and a fresh perspective on one of America’s most interesting and
historic cities.
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From reader reviews:

Stevie Mozingo:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Public Spaces,
Private Gardens: A History of Designed Landscapes in New Orleans book as beginner and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Nancy Mitchell:

The book untitled Public Spaces, Private Gardens: A History of Designed Landscapes in New Orleans is the
e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
an individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Public Spaces, Private Gardens: A History of
Designed Landscapes in New Orleans from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Catherine Branch:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information much easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example:
internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of
book. The book that recommended for your requirements is Public Spaces, Private Gardens: A History of
Designed Landscapes in New Orleans this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this
book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Steven Allen:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the book Public
Spaces, Private Gardens: A History of Designed Landscapes in New Orleans we can have more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the
best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Public Spaces,
Private Gardens: A History of Designed Landscapes in New Orleans. You can more inviting than now.
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