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The tumultuous twentieth century, told through the life of a single extraordinary woman

Rejected by a series of publishers, abandoned in a chest for twenty years, Goliarda Sapienza's masterpiece,
The Art of Joy, survived a turbulent path to publication. It wasn't until 2005, when it was released in France,
that this novel received the recognition it deserves. At last, Sapienza's remarkable book is available in
English, in a brilliant translation by Anne Milano Appel and with an illuminating introduction by Angelo
Pellegrino.
The Art of Joy centers on Modesta, a Sicilian woman born on January 1, 1900, whose strength and character
are an affront to conventional morality. Impoverished as a child, Modesta believes she is destined for a better
life. She is able, through grace and intelligence, to secure marriage to an aristocrat—without compromising
her own deeply felt values. Friend, mother, lover—Modesta revels in upsetting the rules of her fascist,
patriarchal society.
This is the history of the twentieth century, transfigured by the perspective of one extraordinary woman.
Sapienza, an intriguing figure in her own right—her father homeschooled her so she wouldn't be exposed to
fascist influences—was a respected actress and writer who drew on her own struggles to craft this powerful
epic. A fictionalized memoir, a book of romance and adventure, a feminist text, a bildungsroman—this novel
is ultimately undefinable but deeply necessary; its genius will leave readers breathless.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dougherty:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Art of Joy: A Novel. You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book The Art of Joy: A
Novel. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a
book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go
to the library. Let's go through.

Peter Cox:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data. When you
read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The
Art of Joy: A Novel, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Selma McDaniel:

Often the book The Art of Joy: A Novel has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write
this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Carl Johnson:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Art of Joy: A Novel can be the solution,
oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in
this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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