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Democracy, free thought and expression, religious tolerance, individual liberty, political self-determination
of peoples, sexual and racial equality--these values have firmly entered the mainstream in the decades since
they were enshrined in the 1948 U.N. Declaration of Human Rights. But if these ideals no longer seem
radical today, their origin was very radical indeed--far more so than most historians have been willing to
recognize. In A Revolution of the Mind, Jonathan Israel, one of the world's leading historians of the
Enlightenment, traces the philosophical roots of these ideas to what were the least respectable strata of
Enlightenment thought--what he calls the Radical Enlightenment.

Originating as a clandestine movement of ideas that was almost entirely hidden from public view during its
earliest phase, the Radical Enlightenment matured in opposition to the moderate mainstream Enlightenment
dominant in Europe and America in the eighteenth century. During the revolutionary decades of the 1770s,
1780s, and 1790s, the Radical Enlightenment burst into the open, only to provoke a long and bitter backlash.
A Revolution of the Mind shows that this vigorous opposition was mainly due to the powerful impulses in
society to defend the principles of monarchy, aristocracy, empire, and racial hierarchy--principles linked to
the upholding of censorship, church authority, social inequality, racial segregation, religious discrimination,
and far-reaching privilege for ruling groups.

In telling this fascinating history, A Revolution of the Mind reveals the surprising origin of our most
cherished values--and helps explain why in certain circles they are frequently disapproved of and attacked
even today.
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From reader reviews:

Caroline Gonzalez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled A Revolution of the Mind:
Radical Enlightenment and the Intellectual Origins of Modern Democracy? Maybe it is to get best activity
for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Eileen Moore:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book A Revolution of the Mind: Radical Enlightenment
and the Intellectual Origins of Modern Democracy seemed to be making you to know about other expertise
and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book A Revolution of the
Mind: Radical Enlightenment and the Intellectual Origins of Modern Democracy is not only giving you far
more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book A Revolution of the Mind:
Radical Enlightenment and the Intellectual Origins of Modern Democracy. You never truly feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Mary Gobeil:

This A Revolution of the Mind: Radical Enlightenment and the Intellectual Origins of Modern Democracy
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain
by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which
is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of A Revolution of the Mind:
Radical Enlightenment and the Intellectual Origins of Modern Democracy without we realize teach the one
who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry A Revolution of the
Mind: Radical Enlightenment and the Intellectual Origins of Modern Democracy can bring any time you are
and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This A Revolution of the Mind: Radical Enlightenment and the Intellectual Origins of
Modern Democracy having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Scott Duran:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping A Revolution of the Mind: Radical
Enlightenment and the Intellectual Origins of Modern Democracy that give your fun preference will be



satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people
to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person.
So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick A Revolution of the Mind:
Radical Enlightenment and the Intellectual Origins of Modern Democracy become your personal starter.
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