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Veteran journalist David Rieff’s essays draw a searing portrait of what happens when the grandiose schemes
of policymakers and human rights activists go horribly wrong in the field.

Writing for publications ranging from the Wall Street Journal to The Nation to France’s Le Monde, David
Rieff witnessed firsthand most of the armed interventions since the Cold War waged by the West or the
United Nations in the name of human rights and democratization. In this timely collection of his most
illuminating articles, Rieff, one of our leading experts on the subject, reassesses some of his own judgments
about the use of military might to solve the world’s most pressing humanitarian problems.

At the Point of a Gun raises critical questions we cannot ignore in this era of gunboat democracy. When, if
ever, is it appropriate to intervene militarily in the domestic affairs of other nations? Are human rights and
humanitarian concerns legitimate reasons for intervening, or is the assault on sovereignty a flag of
convenience for the recolonization of part of the world? And, above all, can democracy be imposed through
the barrel of an M16? This is not an optimistic report, but the questions Rieff raises are of the essence as the
United States grapples with the harsh consequences of what it has wrought on the ground in Afghanistan and
Iraq.
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From reader reviews:

James Smith:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When you
read a guide you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the information or
their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you looking at a book
especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this At the Point of
a Gun: Democratic Dreams and Armed Intervention, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Frederick Cagle:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read will be At
the Point of a Gun: Democratic Dreams and Armed Intervention.

Erica Futch:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this At the Point of a Gun: Democratic
Dreams and Armed Intervention guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt At the Point of a
Gun: Democratic Dreams and Armed Intervention as good book but not only by the cover but also from the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Carey Gilliam:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This At the Point of a Gun: Democratic
Dreams and Armed Intervention is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual
e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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