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Both the Prophet Joseph Smith and his Book of Mormon have been characterized as ardently, indeed
evangelically, anti-Masonic. Yet in this sweeping social, cultural, and religious history of nineteenth-century
Mormonism and its milieu, Clyde Forsberg argues that masonry, like evangelical Christianity, was an
essential component of Smith's vision. Smith's ability to imaginatively conjoin the two into a powerful and
evocative defense of Christian, or Primitive, Freemasonry was, Forsberg shows, more than anything else
responsible for the meteoric rise of Mormonism in the nineteenth century.

This was to have significant repercussions for the development of Mormonism, particularly in the
articulation of specifically Mormon gender roles. Mormonism's unique contribution to the Masonic tradition
was its inclusion of women as active and equal participants in Masonic rituals. Early Mormon dreams of
empire in the Book of Mormon were motivated by a strong desire to end social and racial discord, lest the
country fall into the grips of civil war. Forsberg demonstrates that by seeking to bring women into previously
male-exclusive ceremonies, Mormonism offered an alternative to the male-dominated sphere of the Master
Mason. By taking a median and mediating position between Masonry and Evangelicism, Mormonism
positioned itself as a religion of the people, going on to become a world religion.

But the original intent of the Book of Mormon gave way as Mormonism moved west, and the temple and
polygamy (indeed, the quest for empire) became more prevalent. The murder of Smith by Masonic vigilantes
and the move to Utah coincided with a new imperialism—and a new polygamy. Forsberg argues that
Masonic artifacts from Smith's life reveal important clues to the precise nature of his early Masonic thought
that include no less than a vision of redemption and racial concord.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Fortier:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Equal Rites: The Book of Mormon, Masonry,
Gender, and American Culture (Religion and American Culture). You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book Equal Rites: The Book of
Mormon, Masonry, Gender, and American Culture (Religion and American Culture). You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you
can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Gregory Kile:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading the book, we give you this Equal Rites: The Book of Mormon, Masonry, Gender,
and American Culture (Religion and American Culture) book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Brenda Moulton:

Precisely why? Because this Equal Rites: The Book of Mormon, Masonry, Gender, and American Culture
(Religion and American Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap
the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author
who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining
means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other
book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Daisy Harris:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Equal Rites: The Book of Mormon, Masonry, Gender, and American Culture (Religion



and American Culture) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.
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