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Examines the organized efforts to reshape the law relating to young women’s sexuality in the United States.

Starting with the mid-nineteenth-century campaign by the American Female Moral Reform Society to
criminalize seduction and moving forward to the late twentieth-century conservative effort to codify a
national abstinence-only education policy, Regulating Desire explores the legal regulation of young
women’s sexuality in the United States. The book covers five distinct time periods in which changing social
conditions generated considerable public anxiety about youthful female sexuality and examines how
successive generations of reformers sought to revise the law in an effort to manage unruly desires and restore
a gendered social order. J. Shoshanna Ehrlich draws upon a rich array of primary source materials, including
reform periodicals, court cases, legislative hearing records, and abstinence curricula to create an
interdisciplinary narrative of socially embedded legal change. Capturing the complex and dynamic nature of
the relationship between the state and the sexualized youthful female body, she highlights how the law both
embodies and shapes gendered understandings of normative desire as mediated by considerations of race and
class.

“This excellent overview of changing views of female sexuality … raises provocative questions about young
women’s understanding of and control over their own bodies. A valuable contribution to scholarship in
sexuality studies, rhetorical analysis, public policy, and legal history, as well as to the emerging field of girls’
studies … Highly recommended.” — CHOICE

“Extremely thorough and very enjoyable to read, this book provides an authoritative scholarly voice on its
subject matter.” — Alesha E. Doan, coauthor of The Politics of Virginity: Abstinence in Sex Education

J. Shoshanna Ehrlich is Associate Professor of Women’s and Gender Studies at the University of
Massachusetts Boston. She is the author of Family Law for Paralegals, Sixth Edition and Who Decides? The
Abortion Rights of Teens.
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From reader reviews:

Mellisa White:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Regulating Desire: From the Virtuous Maiden to the Purity
Princess. Try to face the book Regulating Desire: From the Virtuous Maiden to the Purity Princess as your
friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Dorothy Marr:

The book Regulating Desire: From the Virtuous Maiden to the Purity Princess can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Regulating Desire:
From the Virtuous Maiden to the Purity Princess? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all
of these. Book Regulating Desire: From the Virtuous Maiden to the Purity Princess has simple shape but you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a e-book.
So it is very wonderful.

Jasmine Myers:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want experience happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Regulating
Desire: From the Virtuous Maiden to the Purity Princess is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Irene Gonzales:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Regulating Desire: From
the Virtuous Maiden to the Purity Princess suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Regulating Desire: From the Virtuous Maiden to the Purity
Princessis the main of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people
in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of



this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented
of the world with this book.
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