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The definitive biography of Seán Lemass, the finest Taoiseach in the history of the Irish State

There are few facets of Irish life which do not owe something to the genius, effectiveness or determination of
Lemass. Horgan’s biography explores that contribution quite brilliantly.
Bertie Ahern, The Irish Times

As a boy Seán Lemass fought in the 1916 rising. He was a member of de Valera’s first cabinet, Minister for
Industry and Commerce in every Fianna Fáil government between 1932 and 1959, and as Taoiseach from
1959 to 1966 was the pivotal figure in the modernisation of Ireland.

The Lemass that emerges from this fine book is an enigma and a passionate patriot; a protectionist who later
became an apostle of free trade; a moderniser in what was often a party of traditionalists.

John Horgan’s excellent biography is the work of a critical admirer who sees his subject as one of the most
outstanding Irish political figures of the century. The only biographer to have had complete access to all the
government papers for the full period of Lemass’s political career, Horgan provides us with a rounded,
sympathetic yet critical examination of the life of one of twentieth-century Ireland’s most distinguished
figures.

… a comprehensive and thoughtful work worthy of the subject, [it] lives up to its billing as a major
biography of the Fianna Fáil leader.
Stephen Collins, The Sunday Tribune

Seán Lemass was not only one of the most formidable, but, for all his apparently bluff straightforwardness,
one of the most elusive personalities in the history of twentieth-century Ireland. John Horgan’s study,
skilfully crafted and elegantly expressed, is a major biography of a major figure, greatly enhancing our
understanding of the making of modern Ireland.
J.J. Lee, author of The Modernisation of Irish Society, 1848–19
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Erickson:

Here thing why this specific Seán Lemass - The Enigmatic Patriot: The Definitive Biography of Ireland's
Great Modernising Taoiseach are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is
good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Seán Lemass -
The Enigmatic Patriot: The Definitive Biography of Ireland's Great Modernising Taoiseach giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar
with Seán Lemass - The Enigmatic Patriot: The Definitive Biography of Ireland's Great Modernising
Taoiseach. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened
in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation
area, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Seán Lemass - The Enigmatic Patriot: The Definitive Biography of
Ireland's Great Modernising Taoiseach in e-book can be your alternate.

Donald Goodman:

The experience that you get from Seán Lemass - The Enigmatic Patriot: The Definitive Biography of
Ireland's Great Modernising Taoiseach will be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside
words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Seán
Lemass - The Enigmatic Patriot: The Definitive Biography of Ireland's Great Modernising Taoiseach giving
you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by
anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this Seán Lemass - The Enigmatic
Patriot: The Definitive Biography of Ireland's Great Modernising Taoiseach instantly.

Karen Lambert:

The guide with title Seán Lemass - The Enigmatic Patriot: The Definitive Biography of Ireland's Great
Modernising Taoiseach includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage
after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-
book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Barbara Kyle:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Seán Lemass - The
Enigmatic Patriot: The Definitive Biography of Ireland's Great Modernising Taoiseach that give your



enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can
pick Seán Lemass - The Enigmatic Patriot: The Definitive Biography of Ireland's Great Modernising
Taoiseach become your starter.
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