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Through an empirical, multi-archival study of a transnational foundation—the Harvard-Yenching Institute
(HYI) from the 1920s to the early 1950s—this book presents the story of transplanting Western/American
humanities scholarship into Asia/China and addresses central questions in U.S.-China relations. This book
focuses on the HYI’s programs in teaching, research, and publication of Chinese humanities within China to
the early 1950s and, to a lesser extent, its activities at Harvard that had close ties with its China side.
Through the HYI story, the author examines in depth the cooperation, tensions, adaptation, and integration in
the operation, management, and governance of the HYI’s programs on both sides of the Pacific, and the
complex multi-layered interactions between American educators and their Chinese partners, treating each
side sympathetically but without losing sight of the big picture. As the first comprehensive study on the
subject, the book adopts a concept of “cultural engineering,” which is defined as a conscious design to use
cultural heritage to recreate culture in order to promote a society's development, to look at key issues in a
way which accounts for interactions and initiatives on both sides and shows the difficult path toward
developing common interests without neglecting tensions and conflicts, thus going beyond the various one-
sided historiographies which pit Chinese against Americans or nativist rejection of modernity against cultural
imperialism.

The HYI experience in China from the 1920s to the early 1950s resonates down to the present day in
American relations with the world. The United States faces many similar challenges in the Middle East,
Asia, Africa, and Latin America today as in revolutionary China of the 1920s to 1950s. Therefore, this study
offers a window onto many issues relating to cross-cultural interactions today, especially between the United
States and non-Western nations.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Kimmel:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural
Engineering: Remaking the Humanities in China, 1924-1951.

Aaron Williams:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for us. The book The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural
Engineering: Remaking the Humanities in China, 1924-1951 has been making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
guide The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural Engineering: Remaking the Humanities in China, 1924-
1951 is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book
The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural Engineering: Remaking the Humanities in China, 1924-1951.
You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Kristine Toomey:

This book untitled The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural Engineering: Remaking the Humanities in
China, 1924-1951 to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read
this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you
to past this publication from your list.

Kenneth Jordan:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural Engineering: Remaking the Humanities in China,



1924-1951, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.
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