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Journalist Michael Meyer has spent his adult life in China, first in a small village as a Peace Corps volunteer,
the last decade in Beijing--where he has witnessed the extraordinary transformation the country has
experienced in that time. For the past two years he has been completely immersed in the ancient city, living
on one of its famed hutong in a century-old courtyard home he shares with several families, teaching English
at a local elementary school--while all around him "progress" closes in as the neighborhood is methodically
destroyed to make way for high-rise buildings, shopping malls, and other symbols of modern, urban life. The
city, he shows, has been demolished many times before; however, he writes, "the epitaph for Beijing will
read: born 1280, died 2008...what emperors, warlords, Japanese invaders, and Communist planners couldn't
eradicate, the market economy can." The Last Days of Old Beijing tells the story of this historic city from the
inside out-through the eyes of those whose lives are in the balance: the Widow who takes care of Meyer; his
students and fellow teachers, the first-ever description of what goes on in a Chinese public school; the local
historian who rallies against the government. The tension of preservation vs. modernization--the question of
what, in an ancient civilization, counts as heritage, and what happens when a billion people want to live the
way Americans do--suffuse Meyer's story.
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From reader reviews:

Cecil Atkins:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important usually. The book The Last Days of Old Beijing: Life in the Vanishing Backstreets of
a City Transformed has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve The Last Days of Old Beijing: Life in the
Vanishing Backstreets of a City Transformed is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to
become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship together with the book The Last Days of Old Beijing: Life in the Vanishing Backstreets of
a City Transformed. You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Gertrude Knudsen:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the
particular information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you
get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and
learning books but if you want really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or
novel. The particular The Last Days of Old Beijing: Life in the Vanishing Backstreets of a City Transformed
is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Edward Stevenson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or even their
experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about something
that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in writing, they
also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this The Last Days of Old
Beijing: Life in the Vanishing Backstreets of a City Transformed.

John Bergeron:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular The Last Days of Old Beijing: Life in the
Vanishing Backstreets of a City Transformed can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating
this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate?
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