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The Norton Introduction to Literature
A balanced selection of classic and contemporary works by prominent and less-well-known writers. From
Joyce, Hemingway, O'Connor, Auden, Stevens, Dickinson, Faulkner, Hawthorne, and Whitman, to Sharon
Olds, Nicholson Baker, Carolyn Forché, Paul Ruffin, Salman Rushdie, Agha Shahid Ali, Eamon Grennan,
Linda Pastan, Li-Young Lee, Jimmy Santiago Baca, Simon Ortiz, Seamus Heaney, Karen Volkman, and
David Ives.

"Exploring Contexts" chapters provide a window into the broader literary world by placing the stories,
poems, and plays in contextual groups, literary, authorial, cultural, historical, and social, illuminating
connections among texts and the influences that shape them.

"Critical Context" Casebooks, a new feature, serve as capstone chapters for each genre. Each includes one
primary literary work followed by several professional critical responses, allowing students to explore one
work in depth and to develop and expand their reading and analytical skills as they prepare to write about
what they've read. Two student papers, one, a personal response essay, and the other, a research paper, round
out the fiction casebook.

Reading, Responding, Writing chapters introduce students to a genre and ways of exploring and writing
about it.

Understanding the Text chapters within each genre cover the elements of literature, providing students with
the tools they need to consider various works.

Evaluating chapters strengthen students' critical skills by guiding them in the difficult task of evaluating the
strengths and weaknesses of literary works.

A Reading More section offers an album of pieces for further reading.

New Fiction Chapter:
"Cultural and Historical Context"
This new chapter focuses on F. Scott Fitzgerald's "Babylon Revisited" and discusses the historical events and
cultural climate that provided the backdrop for Fitzgerald's fiction. No other anthology offers so deep a
contextual analysis.

New Drama Chapter:
"The Author's Work as Context: William Shakespeare"
Pushing students beyond their natural curiosity about Shakespeare's life, this new chapter calls attention to
stylistic and thematic currents running through Shakespeare's work and encourages students to read
Shakespeare actively and critically.

Evaluation Chapters Revised
"Evaluating" (fiction, poetry, drama) chapters have been reconceived to guide students toward determining
and declaring the basis on which they are making their evaluative judgments.

New Introduction: "What is Literature?"
Alison Booth's insightful introduction discusses questions concerning the nature of "literature," the value of
reading and writing about it, and the history of "the canon."



New Selections
Fourteen new stories, seventy-six new poems, and four new plays offer an unbeatable selection of both
classic and contemporary works. Among the new selections are pieces by Carol Shields, Jhumpa Lahiri,
Stephen Crane, Billy Collins, Lorrie Moore, James Joyce, Eavan Boland, Thom Gunn, Andrew Hudgins,
Jorie Graham, Gail Mazur, August Wilson, Lillian Hellman, Paula Vogel.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Reagan:

The feeling that you get from The Norton Introduction to Literature will be the more deep you searching the
information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to comprehend but The Norton Introduction to Literature giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We recommend you for having this The Norton Introduction to Literature instantly.

Corey Smith:

You may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Norton Introduction to Literature
is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read
it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Rayford Alexander:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Norton
Introduction to Literature which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Timothy Wingo:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Norton Introduction to Literature can make you sense more interested to read.
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