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The new musical theatre of Stephen Sondheim shuns the traditional story of love triumphant, probing instead
the more disturbing issues of contemporary life.

Confident that the musical is America’s greatest original contribution to theatre, Joanne Gordon explicates
the works of Sondheim to repudiate the common perception of the genre as mere escapist entertainment.

Gordon notes that Sondheim tackles real themes, that he has no fear of introducing pain, trauma, and
complex ideas onto the Broadway stage. Tracing Sondheim’s career from his initial success as lyricist for
West Side Story and Gypsy to the opening of Into the Woods, Gordon demonstrates that the value of
Sondheim’s work obviously lies in its seriousness of theme coupled with its disturbing content; less obvious,
but equally important, is Sondheim’s innovative use of form.

From A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum through Anyone Can Whistle, Company, Follies, A
Little Night Music, Pacific Overtures, Sweeney Todd, Merrily We Roll Along, Sunday in the Park with
George, and Into the Woods, Sondheim’s music and lyrics prove to be inextricably woven into the fabric of
the entire work. Both music and lyrics, Gordon stresses, "grow out of the dramatic idea inherent in the
show’s concept and themselves become part of the drama that previous theatre songs would only reflect."

Sondheim, Gordon notes, asks much of an audience that may not want to be challenged. In short, to enjoy a
Sondheim play, the audience must participate intellectually. The audience willing to expend the effort will
not be cheated, Gordon insists, because Sondheim, throughout his career, has demonstrated that "musical
theatre can be serious, poignant, and still exhilarating."
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From reader reviews:

Davis Miller:

The event that you get from Art Isn't Easy: The Achievement of Stephen Sondheim is the more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to know but Art Isn't Easy: The Achievement of Stephen Sondheim giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Art Isn't Easy: The Achievement of Stephen
Sondheim instantly.

William Svendsen:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video games
all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the book. It is really
fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every day to reading
a book. The book Art Isn't Easy: The Achievement of Stephen Sondheim it is quite good to read. There are a
lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read
this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Paul Birch:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Art Isn't Easy: The
Achievement of Stephen Sondheim that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Art Isn't Easy: The
Achievement of Stephen Sondheim become your starter.

Robert Jones:

You can find this Art Isn't Easy: The Achievement of Stephen Sondheim by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about



your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.
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