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In Masters of Death, Rhodes gives full weight, for the first time, to the Einsatzgruppen’s role in the
Holocaust. These “special task forces,” organized by Heinrich Himmler to follow the German army as it
advanced into eastern Poland and Russia, were the agents of the first phase of the Final Solution. They
murdered more than 1.5 million men, women, and children between 1941 and 1943, often by shooting them
into killing pits, as at Babi Yar.

These massive crimes have been generally overlooked or underestimated by Holocaust historians, who have
focused on the gas chambers. In this painstaking account, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Richard Rhodes
profiles the eastern campaign’s architects as well as its “ordinary” soldiers and policemen, and helps us
understand how such men were conditioned to carry out mass murder. Marshaling a vast array of documents
and the testimony of perpetrators and survivors, this book is an essential contribution to our understanding of
the Holocaust and World War II.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Scottie Hicks:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book Masters of Death: The SS-Einsatzgruppen and the
Invention of the Holocaust ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Masters of Death: The SS-
Einsatzgruppen and the Invention of the Holocaust is not only giving you far more new information but also
to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship with the book Masters of Death: The SS-Einsatzgruppen and the Invention of the
Holocaust. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Elvira Eberhardt:

This Masters of Death: The SS-Einsatzgruppen and the Invention of the Holocaust are usually reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Masters of Death: The
SS-Einsatzgruppen and the Invention of the Holocaust can be on the list of great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that possibly will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Masters of Death: The
SS-Einsatzgruppen and the Invention of the Holocaust forcing you to have an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Gary Tawney:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Masters of Death: The SS-Einsatzgruppen and the
Invention of the Holocaust can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Vincent Olson:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Masters of Death: The SS-
Einsatzgruppen and the Invention of the Holocaust to make your current reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like



to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Masters of Death: The SS-Einsatzgruppen and the
Invention of the Holocaust can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of this time.
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