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While flipping through the atlas of Chang Ch’i-yun, one of China’s most famous geographers, distinguished
translator Bill Porter (Red Pine) developed a curiosity about the southwestern province of China. Dubbed
Yun-nan, “South of the Clouds,” this was the last area modern China to come under Chinese control.
Originally conquered by the Mongols and eventually introduced to foreigners as a vibrant setting for trade,
Yun-nan became a critical crossroad connecting East and West.

In 1992, Porter left his home in Hong Kong to tour the small towns and major cities of Yun-nan, studying
each of their local cultures and larger impacts on the trajectory of Chinese history. Here, he shares his
encyclopedic knowledge of the nation’s beautiful legacy while introducing new insight about the province’s
landscapes, people, and recent state of affairs. He visited Bulang Mountain, where the local people had no
written language of their own, so they sent their children to live as monks in nearby Tai temples to learn Tai
script. He saw women in Lijiang who wore traditional sheepskin jackets that bore seven frogeyes without
clear explanation. In Dali, a small town turned urban center, he recalls a massive museum built to show off
the city’s new wealth, only to have half of its halls left empty and unvisited.

The first of a series of three China travel memoirs to be published by Soft Skull, Bill Porter’s book tells the
incredible story of a spread of land with a thousand years of human history. His remarkable insight and
unparalleled understanding of China place this book at the forefront of East Asian travel literature.
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From reader reviews:

Tara Gamboa:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled South of the Clouds: Travels in Southwest China. Try to make book South of
the Clouds: Travels in Southwest China as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel
alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Darla Kemp:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book South of the Clouds: Travels in
Southwest China will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable
book with you?

Nathan Pope:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question
since just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need this specific South of the Clouds: Travels in Southwest
China to read.

Paulette Preston:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This South of the Clouds: Travels in Southwest
China can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending
your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?
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