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Built on twenty years of fieldwork in rural Jiangyong of Hunan Province in south China, this book explores
the worlds only gender-defined and now disappearing womens script known as nushu. What drove peasant
women to create a script of their own and write, and how do those writings throw new light on how gender is
addressed in epistemology and historiography and how the unprivileged social class uses marginalized forms
of expression to negotiate with the dominant social structure. Further, how have the politics of salvaging this
disappearing centuries-old cultural heritage molded a new poetics in contemporary society? This book
explores nushu in conjunction with the local womens singing tradition (nuge), tied into the life narratives of
four women born in the 1910s, 1930s, and 1960s respectively, each representative in her own way: a nuge
singer (majority of Jiangyong women), a child bride (enjoying not much nushu/nuge), the last living
traditionally-trained nushu writer, and a new-generation nushu transmitter. Altogether, their stories unfold
peasant womens lifeworlds and forefronts various aspects of Chinas changing social milieu over the past
century. They show how nushu/nuge-registering womens sense and sensibilities and providing agency to
subjects who have been silenced by history-constitute a reflexive social field whereby women share life
stories to expand the horizon of their personal worldviews and probe beneath the surface of their existence
for new inspiration in their process of becoming. With the concept of expressive depths, this book opens a
new vista on how women express themselves through multiple forms that simultaneously echo and critique
the mainstream social system and urges a rethinking of how forms of expression define and confine the voice
carried. Examining the multiple efforts undertaken by scholars, local officials, and cultural entrepreneurs to
revive nushu which have ironically threatened to disfigure its true face, this book poses a question of whither
nushu? Should it be transformed, or has it reached a perfect end point from which to fade into history?
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Morgan:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Gendered Words: Sentiments and Expression in Changing Rural China your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get ahead of. The Gendered Words: Sentiments and Expression in Changing Rural
China giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info
for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

James Chavez:

Gendered Words: Sentiments and Expression in Changing Rural China can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Gendered Words: Sentiments and Expression in Changing Rural China however doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Andrea Behnke:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Gendered Words: Sentiments and Expression in Changing Rural
China can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Jim Molnar:

The book untitled Gendered Words: Sentiments and Expression in Changing Rural China contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have
a nice read.
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