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Gleaming and perfect, gold has beguiled humankind for many millennia, attracting treasure hunters,
adorning the living and the dead, and symbolizing wealth, power, divinity, and eternity. This book offers a
lively, critical look at the cultural history of this most regal metal, examining its importance across many
cultures and time periods and the many places where it has been central, from religious ceremonies to
colonial expeditions to modern science.
           
Rebecca Zorach and Michael W. Phillips Jr. cast gold as a substance of paradoxes. Its softness at once makes
it useless for most building projects yet highly suited for the exploration of form and the
transmission—importantly—of images, such as the faces of rulers on currency. It has been the icon of
value—the surest bet in times of uncertain markets—yet also of valuelessness, something King Midas
learned the hard way. And, as Zorach and Phillips detail, it has been at the center of many clashes between
cultures all throughout history, the unfortunate catalyst of countless blood lusts. Ultimately, they show that
the questions posed by our relentless desire for gold are really questions about value itself. Lavishly
illustrated, this book offers a shimmering exploration of the mythology, economy, aesthetics, and perils at
the center of this simple—yet irresistible—substance. 
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From reader reviews:

Kyle Coffman:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Gold: Nature
and Culture (Earth)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
other opinion?

William Prentice:

Gold: Nature and Culture (Earth) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Gold: Nature and Culture (Earth)
nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage
of crucial thinking.

Shannon Thompson:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Gold: Nature and Culture
(Earth) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Andrew Thompson:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is just spending
your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the top list in your
reading list will be Gold: Nature and Culture (Earth). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can
get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get
many advantages.
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