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The Battle of Spion Kop was fought during the campaign to relieve Ladysmith, South Africa, after the Boers
of the Transvaal and Orange Free State had gotten a jump on the British Empire and besieged a British army
in the town. It was the single bloodiest episode in the campaign, as well as a harbinger of the bitter and
desperate fighting still to come in the Second Boer War.

Spion Kop, just northeast of Ladysmith, was the largest hill in the region, being over 1,400 feet high, and it
lay almost exactly at the center of the Boer line. If the British could capture this position and bring artillery
to the hill they would then command the flanks of the surrounding Boer positions.

On the night of 23 January 1900, a large British force under Major General Edward Woodgate was
dispatched to secure the height, with Lt. Colonel Alexander Thorneycroft selected to lead the initial assault.
However, the Boers refused to give up the position and a bitter two days of fighting ensued. In the initial
darkness the British mistakenly entrenched at the center of the hill instead of the crest, and suffered horribly
from Boer marksmen clinging to the periphery. Suffering badly themselves, the Boers were finally inclined
to admit defeat when they discovered that the British had retreated, leaving behind their many dead. Yet, in
light of the devastation wrought on both sides, the British were finally able to rally and relieve Ladysmith
four weeks later.

Ron Lock, esteemed author of many Zulu warfare histories, brings to life this bitter and previously
overlooked campaign in vivid and complete detail, with supporting sources including then-journalist
Winston Churchill’s battle report, as well as many previously unpublished illustrations and 6 newly
commissioned maps. His account will be valuable to both historians and strategists wanting to better
understand this difficult and devastating conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Jon McKibben:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Hill of Squandered Valour will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Ilene Venne:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Hill of Squandered
Valour to read.

Kathleen Bonds:

The particular book Hill of Squandered Valour has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The author
makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
perusing this book.

David Clark:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Hill of Squandered Valour was filled regarding science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication.
In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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