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At the turn of the millennium, international youth culture is dominated by mainly two types of aesthetics: the
African American cool, which, propelled by Hip-Hop music, has become the world's favorite youth culture;
and the Japanese aesthetics of kawaii or cute, that is distributed internationally by Japan's powerful anime
industry. The USA and Japan are cultural superpowers and global trendsetters because they make use of two
particular concepts that hide complex structures under their simple surfaces and are difficult to define, but
continue to fascinate the world: cool and kawaii. The Cool-Kawaii: Afro-Japanese Aesthetics and New
World Modernity, by Thorsten Botz-Bornstein, analyzes these attitudes and explains the intrinsic powers that
are leading to a fusion of both aesthetics. Cool and kawaii are expressions set against the oppressive
homogenizations that occur within official modern cultures, but they are also catalysts of modernity. Cool
and kawaii do not refer us back to a pre-modern ethnic past. Just like the cool African American man has
almost no relationship with traditional African ideas about masculinity, the kawaii shTjo is not the
personification of the traditional Japanese ideal of the feminine, but signifies an ideological institution of
women based on Japanese modernity in the Meiji period, that is, a feminine image based on westernization.
At the same time, cool and kawaii do not transport us into a futuristic, impersonal world of hypermodernity
based on assumptions of constant modernization. Cool and kawaii stand for another type of modernity,
which is not technocratic, but rather 'Dandyist' and closely related to the search for human dignity and
liberation.
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From reader reviews:

Fred Green:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Cool-Kawaii: Afro-Japanese
Aesthetics and New World Modernity book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Judith Judd:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled The Cool-Kawaii: Afro-Japanese Aesthetics and New World Modernity your thoughts will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one application
form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The The Cool-Kawaii: Afro-
Japanese Aesthetics and New World Modernity giving you another experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Edwin Ashford:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Cool-Kawaii: Afro-
Japanese Aesthetics and New World Modernity that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick The Cool-Kawaii: Afro-
Japanese Aesthetics and New World Modernity become your personal starter.

Courtney Osteen:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Cool-Kawaii: Afro-
Japanese Aesthetics and New World Modernity can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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