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If Adam is the archetype of man, and Eve of woman, then the serpent who sold the apple to Eve in the
Garden of Eden was the first salesman: all culture and commerce flow from that act.

In this groundbreaking book on the nature and meaning of the sale, Earl Shorris takes us on a journey that
starts in Eden and comes at last to a consideration of where we are and what we have become in late
twentieth-century America, where selling has finally become the dominant human activity. Shorris focuses
on the perfection of this particular art here in America, where the vast frontier with its isolated settlements
cast the salesman in a heroic role: he was literally the bearer of culture, the source of a panoply of needed
and wanted items, everything from parasols to plowshares. He was Prometheus. All of this changed
dramatically in the years following World War II, when it dawned on manufacturers and sellers that the
American economy was producing more goods than people wanted or needed. Demand would have to be
created in order to sustain the expansion of markets, and then, as the economy became oversold, the role of
the salesman changed: his task was now to kill the competition. The argument of this brilliant work draws on
classical philosophy, contemporary politics, psychology, and economics; it is grounded in the author's long
experience as an advertising executive and consultant to major corporations. His firsthand observations and
interviews with salesmen of every description form the anecdotal bedrock of the narrative, which is further
enlivened by a series of fictions in which salesmen practice aspects of their trade. Out of these stories and
insights emerges a chilling new paradigm of humanlife in our times: that of homo vendens. Shorris shows us
how America became a nation of salesmen, and what this means to our economy, our politics, our culture,
and our character - especially our freedom to live as dignified persons.
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From reader reviews:

Lindsey Putman:

Within other case, little people like to read book A Nation of Salesmen: The Tyranny of the Market and the
Subversion of Culture. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important a book A Nation of Salesmen: The Tyranny of the Market and the Subversion of
Culture. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book as
well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's read.

Fred Ashman:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This A Nation of Salesmen: The Tyranny of the Market and the Subversion of
Culture book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here
are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer associated with A Nation of Salesmen: The Tyranny of the Market and the Subversion of
Culture content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking A Nation of
Salesmen: The Tyranny of the Market and the Subversion of Culture is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Vicky Gamez:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a reserve. The book A Nation of Salesmen: The Tyranny of the Market and the
Subversion of Culture it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book has high quality.

Gerard Norman:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet.
Every year seemed to be exactly added. This e-book A Nation of Salesmen: The Tyranny of the Market and



the Subversion of Culture was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge
about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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