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Bach's St. Matthew Passion is universally acknowledged to be one of the world's supreme musical
masterpieces, yet in the years after Bach's death it was forgotten by all but a small number of his pupils and
admirers. The public rediscovered it in 1829, when Felix Mendelssohn conducted the work before a
glittering audience of Berlin artists and intellectuals, Prussian royals, and civic notables. The concert soon
became the stuff of legend, sparking a revival of interest in and performance of Bach that has continued to
this day.

Mendelssohn's performance gave rise to the notion that recovering and performing Bach's music was
somehow "national work." In 1865 Wagner would claim that Bach embodied "the history of the German
spirit's inmost life." That the man most responsible for the revival of a masterwork of German Protestant
culture was himself a converted Jew struck contemporaries as less remarkable than it does us today—a
statement that embraces both the great achievements and the disasters of 150 years of German history.

In this book, Celia Applegate asks why this particular performance crystallized the hitherto inchoate notion
that music was central to Germans' collective identity. She begins with a wonderfully readable reconstruction
of the performance itself and then moves back in time to pull apart the various cultural strands that would
come together that afternoon in the Singakademie. The author investigates the role played by intellectuals,
journalists, and amateur musicians (she is one herself) in developing the notion that Germans were "the
people of music." Applegate assesses the impact on music's cultural place of the renewal of German
Protestantism, historicism, the mania for collecting and restoring, and romanticism. In her conclusion, she
looks at the subsequent careers of her protagonists and the lasting reverberations of the 1829 performance
itself.
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From reader reviews:

John Townsend:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Bach in Berlin: Nation and Culture in Mendelssohn's
Revival of the "St. Matthew Passion" why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

David Long:

The book untitled Bach in Berlin: Nation and Culture in Mendelssohn's Revival of the "St. Matthew Passion"
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language
is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
written by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
examine.

Susan Spiegel:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of
book Bach in Berlin: Nation and Culture in Mendelssohn's Revival of the "St. Matthew Passion". You'll be
able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from
one location to other place.

John Casper:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Bach in Berlin: Nation and Culture in
Mendelssohn's Revival of the "St. Matthew Passion" to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal
skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you
to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Bach in Berlin: Nation and Culture in
Mendelssohn's Revival of the "St. Matthew Passion" can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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