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Light enables us to see the world around us. Our sense of sight provides us with direct information about
space and time, the physical arrangement of the world, and how it changes. This almost universal shared
sensation of vision has led to a fascination with the nature and properties of light across the ages. But the
light we see is just a small part of the whole spectrum of electromagnetic radiation, ranging from radio waves
to gamma rays.

In this Very Short Introduction Ian Walmsley discusses early attempts to explain light, and the development
of apparently opposing particulate and wave theories by scientists such as Isaac Newton and Christiaan
Huygens. He shows how light was recognized as an electromagnetic wave in the 19th century, and the
development of the quantum mechanics view of wave-particle duality in the 20th century. He also describes
the many applications of light, domestic and scientific, such as
microwaves, DVDs, and lasers. We now use the whole range of electromagnetic radiation to peer both into
the human body and deep into space. Turning to the future of optics, Walmsley concludes by looking at
some of the most exciting new developments using quantum light sources in communications and
computing.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

David Binkley:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Light: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Lyle Morales:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Light: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions). All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Vincent Humphreys:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Light: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Betsy Haley:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This reserve Light: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) was
filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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