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The first collected edition of Shakespeare’s plays, published in 1623, seven years after his death, is probably
the most famous literary printed book in the world. Not undeservedly: the massive single-volume, double-
column edition of thirty-six "Comedies, Histories, & Tragedies" presents eighteen plays for the first time,
and provides superior texts of four of the others, which had earlier appeared in separate smaller-format
versions. Had the 1623 collection never been issued, we would now possess no trace of The Tempest,
Macbeth, As You Like It, Twelfth Night, Julius Caesar, Antony and Cleopatra, Measure for Measure, or The
Winter’s Tale.

The volume itself (about 13 by 8 inches, 908 pages) is an imposing size and shape––a mark of esteem in its
day. This folio format bestowed on English drama the prestige, authority, and monumentality that was
traditionally reserved for lectern Bibles, annals and law books, Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, and the classics in
translation. Its use for literary works had been largely restricted to such proven poets as Chaucer and
Spenser, and it had never before been devoted entirely to plays.

Invaluable though it is as text, and impressive as an object, the First Folio was not always so venerated as
nowadays. Less than a thousand copies took more than a decade to sell, and a reprint of 1632 (The Second
Folio) proved more attractive to contemporary book lovers. The Third Folio (1664) was a new and "more
complete" version of Shakespeare’s oeuvre for which many seventeenth-century book collectors exchanged
their copies of the "old" and presumably "obsolete" First Folio. It fell to readers, editors, and bibliophiles of
later centuries, such as Samuel Johnson, to recognize how momentous the First Folio really was. This Octavo
Digital Edition reproduces one of the finest copies in existence, from the Folger Shakespeare Library.

Commentary by Arthur Freeman, essays, monograph, searchable live text.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Cale:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Shakespeare: Comedies,
Histories, & Tragedies will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book
or ideal book with you?

Jenny Dill:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Shakespeare: Comedies, Histories, & Tragedies book is readable simply
by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected
with Shakespeare: Comedies, Histories, & Tragedies content conveys objective easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So
, do you nevertheless thinking Shakespeare: Comedies, Histories, & Tragedies is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Lillian Robbins:

The ability that you get from Shakespeare: Comedies, Histories, & Tragedies is a more deep you looking the
information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to be aware of but Shakespeare: Comedies, Histories, & Tragedies giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read
that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that Shakespeare: Comedies, Histories, &
Tragedies instantly.

John Hawkins:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and Shakespeare: Comedies, Histories, & Tragedies
as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book



likes Shakespeare: Comedies, Histories, & Tragedies to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types
of book like this.
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