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Shifting Baselines explores the real-world implications of a groundbreaking idea: we must understand the
oceans of the past to protect the oceans of the future. In 1995, acclaimed marine biologist Daniel Pauly
coined the term "shifting baselines" to describe a phenomenon of lowered expectations, in which each
generation regards a progressively poorer natural world as normal. This seminal volume expands on Pauly's
work, showing how skewed visions of the past have led to disastrous marine policies and why historical
perspective is critical to revitalize fisheries and ecosystems.

 

Edited by marine ecologists Jeremy Jackson and Enric Sala, and historian Karen Alexander, the book brings
together knowledge from disparate disciplines to paint a more realistic picture of past fisheries. The authors
use case studies on the cod fishery and the connection between sardine and anchovy populations, among
others, to explain various methods for studying historic trends and the intricate relationships between
species. Subsequent chapters offer recommendations about both specific research methods and effective
management. This practical information is framed by inspiring essays by Carl Safina and Randy Olson on a
personal experience of shifting baselines and the importance of human stories in describing this phenomenon
to a broad public.

 

While each contributor brings a different expertise to bear, all agree on the importance of historical
perspective for effective fisheries management. Readers, from students to professionals, will benefit
enormously from this informed hindsight.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Grissom:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or even their
experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this Shifting
Baselines: The Past and the Future of Ocean Fisheries.

Marie Boyd:

The reserve with title Shifting Baselines: The Past and the Future of Ocean Fisheries has lot of information
that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Randy Anderson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be learn. Shifting Baselines: The Past and the Future of Ocean Fisheries can be your answer given it can be
read by you who have those short time problems.

Virginia Swain:

This Shifting Baselines: The Past and the Future of Ocean Fisheries is new way for you who has attention to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Shifting
Baselines: The Past and the Future of Ocean Fisheries can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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