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The Body Multiple is an extraordinary ethnography of an ordinary disease. Drawing on fieldwork in a Dutch
university hospital, Annemarie Mol looks at the day-to-day diagnosis and treatment of atherosclerosis. A
patient information leaflet might describe atherosclerosis as the gradual obstruction of the arteries, but in
hospital practice this one medical condition appears to be many other things. From one moment, place,
apparatus, specialty, or treatment, to the next, a slightly different “atherosclerosis” is being discussed,
measured, observed, or stripped away. This multiplicity does not imply fragmentation; instead, the disease is
made to cohere through a range of tactics including transporting forms and files, making images, holding
case conferences, and conducting doctor-patient conversations.

The Body Multiple juxtaposes two distinct texts. Alongside Mol’s analysis of her ethnographic
material—interviews with doctors and patients and observations of medical examinations, consultations, and
operations—runs a parallel text in which she reflects on the relevant literature. Mol draws on medical
anthropology, sociology, feminist theory, philosophy, and science and technology studies to reframe such
issues as the disease-illness distinction, subject-object relations, boundaries, difference, situatedness, and
ontology. In dialogue with one another, Mol’s two texts meditate on the multiplicity of reality-in-practice.

Presenting philosophical reflections on the body and medical practice through vivid storytelling, The Body
Multiple will be important to those in medical anthropology, philosophy, and the social study of science,
technology, and medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Deemer:

This The Body Multiple: Ontology in Medical Practice (Science and Cultural Theory) book is simply not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This specific The Body Multiple: Ontology in Medical Practice (Science and
Cultural Theory) without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Body Multiple: Ontology in Medical Practice (Science and Cultural
Theory) can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Body Multiple: Ontology in Medical
Practice (Science and Cultural Theory) having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not feel uninterested in reading.

Colleen Holden:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Body
Multiple: Ontology in Medical Practice (Science and Cultural Theory) suitable to you? Often the book was
written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled The Body Multiple: Ontology in Medical Practice
(Science and Cultural Theory)is the one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired
a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand
the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world within this book.

Noel Stevens:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It
is named of book The Body Multiple: Ontology in Medical Practice (Science and Cultural Theory). You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge
and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one location to other place.

Teresita Donahue:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Body Multiple: Ontology in
Medical Practice (Science and Cultural Theory) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read
it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start



a book and study it. Beside that the book The Body Multiple: Ontology in Medical Practice (Science and
Cultural Theory) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of that time.
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