
The Case for Polarized Politics: Why America
Needs Social Conservatism

Jeffrey Bell

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B007HOO616
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B007HOO616
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B007HOO616


The Case for Polarized Politics: Why America Needs Social
Conservatism

Jeffrey Bell

The Case for Polarized Politics: Why America Needs Social Conservatism Jeffrey Bell
No movement resembling American social conservatism exists anywhere else in the world of affluent
democracy encompassing western Europe and Japan. This simple, undeniable fact has led many
commentators to treat social conservatism as a “retro” movement soon to disappear in the U. S. as well, an
inevitable (if lagging) casualty of global modernization.

Author and political activist Jeffrey Bell argues that social conservatism is uniquely American because it is
in reality an outgrowth of American exceptionalism. It exists here because the founding principles of the
United States—centering on the belief that humanity receives its equal rights directly from God rather than
from government—retain a mass following among American voters, even in the wake of abandonment of
belief in America’s theistic founding by elites and institutions that once espoused it. This allegiance to the
founding, rather than some quasi-theocratic project by what is frequently misnamed the “religious right,”
accounts for social conservatism’s comparatively recent birth and persistent strength in U. S. politics—and
also for its absence in societies whose foundings were not rooted in the universality of God-given human
rights.

Bell argues that a worldwide upheaval in the 1960s set the stage for the rise of social conservatism, which
had no earlier political existence. The 1960s upheaval resulted in the triumph of the social agenda of the left,
particularly the sexual revolution, among elite opinion in the United States as well as in Europe, Japan and
elsewhere. In subsequent decades the global left has sidelined its century-long drive for socialism and
returned to its late-eighteenth-century roots in the thought of Jean-Jacques Rousseau and the radical French
revolutionaries known as the Jacobins, who believed human fulfillment depends on liberation from most
civilized institutions, particularly organized religion and the family.

Despite the many predictions of its demise, social conservatism has gained and held popular strength in the
U. S. because of its roots in a theistic version of the European enlightenment of the 17th and 18th centuries,
which Bell describes and analyzes as the “conservative enlightenment.” It is a rich, optimistic belief system
that not only dominated the American founding but transformed society in the English-speaking world and
remains an attractive alternative in the eyes of many of the world’s peoples—certainly in comparison to the
competing universalisms advocated by the left enlightenment and by the anti-egalitarian Islamic revival. The
ability of social conservatism and of its parent, the conservative enlightenment, to revive and spread this
natural law-centered democratic vision could reshape the battle of ideas that increasingly defines our post-
Cold War world.
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From reader reviews:

Ivory Hughes:

The experience that you get from The Case for Polarized Politics: Why America Needs Social Conservatism
is a more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Case for Polarized Politics: Why America
Needs Social Conservatism giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having that The Case for Polarized Politics: Why America Needs Social Conservatism instantly.

Peter Holmes:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Case for Polarized Politics: Why
America Needs Social Conservatism, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get
it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Kevin Hardy:

The book untitled The Case for Polarized Politics: Why America Needs Social Conservatism contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually
read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Della Ferguson:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the
book The Case for Polarized Politics: Why America Needs Social Conservatism we can consider more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the
best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book The Case
for Polarized Politics: Why America Needs Social Conservatism. You can more inviting than now.
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