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These beautifully crafted stories depict the changing relationships between black and white
southerners, the impact of the civil rights movement, and the emergence of the New South.

Mary Ward Brown is a storyteller in the tradition of such powerful 20th-century writers as William Faulkner,
Harper Lee, Flannery O'Connor, and Eudora Welty-writers who have explored and dramatized the tension
between the inherited social structure of the South and its contemporary dissolution. With Tongues of Flame,
her first collection of short stories, Brown bares the awkward, sometimes hopeful, and often tragic suffering
of people caught in changing times within a timeless setting.

Here we meet such memorable characters as a dying black woman who seeks the advice of a now-alcoholic
white doctor whom she knew in better years; a young woman, jilted at the altar, driven crazy by an
illuminated cross erected by the church opposite her house; and a 95-year-old woman buying a tombstone for
her long-deceased husband only to discover that he had been adulterous throughout their marriage. Brown
constructs her characters in a disarmingly plain style while breathing life into them with compassion and
honesty as they confront the large moments of their lives.

First published by E. P. Dutton in 1986 to immediate critical acclaim, Tongues of Flame won the 1987
PEN/Ernest Hemingway Foundation Award. The judges commended Brown for "seeing life whole, without
prejudice, without sentimentality, without histrionics. Her voice may be quiet-sometimes she speaks in a
whisper-but her words are, nevertheless, always forceful, clear, and ultimately lasting." With this new
publication of Tongues of Flame and its inclusion in the University of Alabama Press's Deep South Books
series, a whole new generation of readers may once more discover Mary Ward Brown's profound stories of
pain, loss, and hope.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Ellis:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has different
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish do that.
You must know how great in addition to important the book Tongues of Flame (Deep South Books). All type
of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Michael Hamlin:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Tongues of
Flame (Deep South Books) suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The
book untitled Tongues of Flame (Deep South Books)is the main of several books that will everyone read
now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the
new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Ella Oxley:

Tongues of Flame (Deep South Books) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Tongues of Flame (Deep South Books) yet
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
pondering.

Sue Randall:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Tongues of Flame (Deep South
Books) is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did
not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to
read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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