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In the annals of Canadian folklore, few stories are as ripe with adventure and the spirit of the times as that of
the three young Cape Bretoners who, on a dare and a bet, set out from North Sydney, Nova Scotia to walk
across North America and back within a year.

It was winter 1906. And although all eventually failed the madcap adventure, one of the men, John Hugh
Gillis, did reach Vancouver, making him the very first to walk across Canada from coast to coast.

Using the diary of his father-in-law, who joined the adventure midway, George Hart tells the story of this
remarkable and long-forgotten odyssey. Complete with newspaper accounts and original photos of the towns
and cities along the way, Transcontinental Pedestrians offers snapshots of a new country in a new century.
As historian Jonathan Vance notes in his introduction, John A. Macdonald "would have approved of the
symbolism of walking from one side of the continent to the other along the iron rails."

Transcontinental Pedestrians is a compelling story of character, endurance, friendship, betrayal and tragedy.
It is also the story of a truly great athlete, the charismatic John Hugh Gillis, whose brilliant Olympic-bound
career was tragically cut short by tuberculosis. It is fitting that one hundred years after his walk across
Canada, the young man from Cape Breton, dubbed the "Western Giant" by the press, was inducted into the
British Columbia Sports Hall of Fame.

With an introduction by Dr. Jonathan Vance, a cultural and military historian at the University of Western
Ontario. He provides a description of the country in 1906 that effectively set the stage for the remainder of
the book. In a reference to Canada's first prime minister Vance noted: "Sir John A. Macdonald would have
approved the symbolism of walking from one side of the continent to the other along the iron rails he fought
so hard to build."
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From reader reviews:

Russell Hardison:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Transcontinental Pedestrians: The First Walk Across Canada
From Sea to Sea (Canada's First Cross-Country Walk) book is readable through you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with Transcontinental Pedestrians:
The First Walk Across Canada From Sea to Sea (Canada's First Cross-Country Walk) content conveys the
idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it
just different as it. So , do you still thinking Transcontinental Pedestrians: The First Walk Across Canada
From Sea to Sea (Canada's First Cross-Country Walk) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Michael Jones:

The e-book untitled Transcontinental Pedestrians: The First Walk Across Canada From Sea to Sea (Canada's
First Cross-Country Walk) is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-
book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
Transcontinental Pedestrians: The First Walk Across Canada From Sea to Sea (Canada's First Cross-Country
Walk) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Bess Cook:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
examine. Transcontinental Pedestrians: The First Walk Across Canada From Sea to Sea (Canada's First
Cross-Country Walk) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short spare
time problems.

Richard Sauls:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Transcontinental Pedestrians: The
First Walk Across Canada From Sea to Sea (Canada's First Cross-Country Walk) can give you a lot of good
friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Transcontinental Pedestrians: The First Walk Across



Canada From Sea to Sea (Canada's First Cross-Country Walk).
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