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The 1950s was a boom time for the Catholic Church in America, with large families of devout members
providing at least one son or daughter for a life of religious service. Boston was at the epicenter of this
explosion, and Bill Manseau and Mary Doherty -- two eager young parishioners from different towns --
became part of a new breed of clergy, eschewing the comforts of homey parishes and choosing instead to
minister to the inner-city poor. Peter Manseau's riveting evocation of his parents' parallel childhoods, their
similar callings, their experiences in the seminary and convent, and how they met while tending to the
homeless of Roxbury during the riot-prone 1960s is a page-turning meditation on the effect that love can
have on profound faith.
Once married, the Manseaus continued to fight for Father Bill's right to serve the church as a priest, and it
was into this situation that Peter and his siblings were born and raised to be good Catholics while they
witnessed their father's personal conflict with the church's hierarchy. A multigenerational tale of spirituality,
Vows also charts Peter's own calling, one which he tried to deny even as he felt compelled to consider the
monastic life, toying with the idea of continuing a family tradition that stretches back over 300 years of Irish
and French Catholic priests and nuns.
It is also in Peter's deft hands that we learn about a culture and a religion that has shaped so much of
American life, affected generations of true believers, and withstood great turmoil. Vows is a compelling tale
of one family's unshakable faith that to be called is to serve, however high the cost may be.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Lapointe:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Vows: The Story of a Priest, a Nun, and Their
Son will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some
of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Ricardo Hempel:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Vows: The Story of
a Priest, a Nun, and Their Son is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Mary Adamczyk:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Vows: The Story of a Priest, a Nun,
and Their Son book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Donald Edmond:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and Vows: The Story of a Priest, a Nun, and Their Son as well
as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Vows:
The Story of a Priest, a Nun, and Their Son to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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